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TOM TAT

Nhiém khuan Vibrio vulnificus 1a nguyén nhén hang dau gy tir vong lién quan dén tiéu thu hai san 6
Hoa Ky va nhiéu nudc trén thé gisi. Xam nhdp cua vi khuan gram 4m nay gay ra do tiéu thy hai san séng
hodc nau chua chin, dac biét la so song dan dén nhiém khuén huyet Thir hai la nhiém khuan vét thuong
hoai tir c6 dwgce khi vét thuong hé duoc tiép xac véi nude bién 4 am v6i nong d6 ¥, vulmﬁcus cao. Hau hét
bénh nhan, ké ca nhiing nguoi bi nhiém tring so khoi, phat trién nhiém khuén huyét va viém mé té bao
nang véi sy phat trién nhanh chong v6i nhing vét mau bam va phong rop bong nudc. Trong trudng hop
nang, viém hoai tir ¢ thé phat trlen Ty lé ti vong hon 50% truong hop dbi voi nhlem khuén huyet so khoi
va hon 15% d6i véi nhidm tring vét thwong. Diéu tri nhiém khuan ¥, vulnificus bao gdm thude khang sinh,
liéu phap diéu tri tich cuc vét thuong va chim soc hd trg. Hau hét cac bénh nhan nhiém bénh c6 it nhit mot
tinh trang suy giam mién dich. Nhan thirc ciia bac si vé cac yéu td nguy co nhidm ¥, vulnificus két hop véi
chén doan va diéu tri kip thoi co thé cai thién dang ké két qua diéu tri bénh nhan.

T khéa: Vibrio vulnificus, nhiém khudn huyét.

TONG QUAN sang, diéu tri va phong ngira. Hiéu duoc tinh hinh
nhiém khuan va tinh khang khang sinh la rat quan
trong dé lua chon cach diéu tri phu hop va dua ra
c4c bién phap phong ngira thich hop dé diéu tri va
kiém soét nhiém trang do ¥ vulnificus, nham giup
giam ty 1& tir vong lién quan dén mam bénh trén
toan thé gisi [1,7,8].

Vibrio vulnificus 1 mot vi khuan gram am thudc
ho Vibrionaceae. Pay 1la mot mam bénh co hoi gay
chét cho nguoi, nguyén nhan giy ra phan 16n cac
ca tir vong do sinh vat thuy hai san trén toan thé
gidi. Nhidm khuédn ¥, vulnificus c6 thé gy tir vong
viné c6 thé gay ra cac vét thuong ning, co thé phai
phau thuét cat cut hodc ddn dén nhiém tring huyét TRUGNG H(_]P LAM SANG
& nhitng ngudi d& bi nhiém tring. Viée diéu tri
ngay cang kho khan vi ¥ vulnificus da bat dau phat
trién tinh dé khang voi cac khang sinh nhat dinh
do str dung bira bai. Nhan mot truong hop nhiém
khuan huyét do ¥ vulnificus & Bénh vién Cho Riy,
bai bao nay nhim muc dich cung cip vé tinh hinh
nhiém khuén do ¥ vulnificus & céc ving khac nhau
trén thé gi6i ciing nhu tong quan céac biéu hién 1am

Bénh nhan nit 40 tudi, dia chi Ca Mau, nghé
nghiép nudi trong thuy hai san, co tién st hoi chimg
than hu, thuong xuyén dung corticoid, cach nhap
vién 5 ngay bénh nhan thdy sung, néng do, ndi bong
nudc cﬁng chan trai, dau nhiéu, c6 luc sbt lanh run.
Trudc do, bénh nhan c¢o6 161 xuéng vuong tom dé bit
tom cd. Bénh nhan nhap vién véi chan doan viém
mo té bao chan tri - theo ddi nhiém khuan huyét -
hoi chirng than hur.

1. Bénh vién Chey Rdy Tinh trang lic nhdp vién: Bénh tinh, tiép xuc
Ngay nhén bai: 10/12/2021 dugc, than dau chan trai, st 38,5°C, mach nhanh
Ngay phén bign xong: ~ 20/01/2022 nhe, huyét ap khong do duoc, tim dcu, phoi
Ngay duyét ding: 25/02/2022 trong, bung mém, cang chén trai sung, nong, do,
Nguwoi chiu traich nhiém ngi dung khoa hoc: Tran Thi c6 bong n'lvl’OC fien dui, bach cau 12,58G/L (Neu
Thanh Nga, Bénh vién Ch()’Rcfy 81,7%), ti€u cau 453G/L, PC02 29 mmHg, P02

Dién thogi: 0908185491. E-mail: ngatrancrh@gmail.com 61 mmHg, duong huyét 69 mg/dl, Bun 46 mg/dl,
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creatinin 2,72 mg/dl, khang sinh dugc sir dung
meropenem 0,1g (1 lo x 2), ciprofloxacin 0,2g,
vancomycin 1 lo. Két qua cdy mau duong tinh
v6i Vibrio vulnificus. Ngay thir 3 diéu trj bénh

nhan ning xin vé, chan doan ra vién soc nhiém
khuan, viém mo té bao chan trai & bénh nhan cé
hoi chung than hu.

Hinh anh tén thwong va khiim khuan moc trén méi trwéng nudi cay

Téng hop y vin va cip nhat thong tin vé Vibrio
vulnificus

Vibrio vulnificus 1a mot vi khudn gram am thudc
ho Vibrionaceae, cing mot gia dinh ciia vi khuan gay
bénh ta. Truong hop bénh duge ghi nhan diu tién 1a
vao nam 1979. V. vulnificus dugc tim thiy trong cac
mdi trudng ven bién 4m, noi c6 nhiét do tir 9°C dén
31°C. Mdi trudng sdng wu tién cua ¥, Vulnificus da
dugc bao cdo la nhiét d6 nudc vuot qua 18°C voi do
man gitra 15 va 25 phﬁn/ mot nghin (ppt). Do d6, hau
hét cac truong hop nhidm ¥ vulnificus thuong thiy
& cac vung nhiét déi hoac can nhiét doi. V. vulnificus
con duge tim thdy trong nudc 4m, ndéng, ving ven
bién, & khi hau 6n déi trén khip thé gidi. N6 co6 thé
duoc tim thay ¢ vinh Mexico, doc theo phan 16n bo
bién phia Pong va doc theo b bién phia Tay cua
Hoa Ky. ¥ vulnificus c6 thé dugc tim thdy trong
nudce tram tich, sinh vat phu du va so de. Chéng han
nhu hau, so bién, trai va cua. Vi khuan c6 thé séng
sot trong nudc bién va co thé gay nhidm tring vét
thuong, mot vin dé tiém an nghiém trong d6i vai
nhimg ngudi séng s6t sau tham hoa song thin ¢ chau
A va viém gan hoai tir ¢ thé tir vong. Ngoai ra, vi
khuén ciing c6 thé giy viém da day rudt nghiém
trong sau khi an hai san séng [3, 4, 9].

Sinh ly bénh

V. vulnificus 1y nhiém vao co thé theo hai cach,
hodc bang céach tiép xtic véi hai san bi 6 nhiém nhu
hau sbng, hodc théng qua vét thwong hé tiép xuc

v&i nude bién, nudce 1o bi 6 nhidm. Trong ) nhitng
nguoi khoe manh, trong vong 16 gio sau khi an, ho
s€ bi non, ti€u chay va dau bung. Nhiéu bénh nhan
phat trién cac tén thuong da dic trung. O nhiing
bénh nhan bi suy giam mién dich, dic biét 1a nhing
ngudi c6 bénh gan man tinh (xo gan), trc ché mién
dich, bénh giai doan cudi va rdi loan héng cau, V.
vulnificus ¢6 thé gy sdc nhiém khuan huyét va ton
thuong da. Nhitng nguoi bi suy giam mién dich c6
nguy co méc bénh ¥ vulnificus nhiéu hon va tir vong
cao hon do nhiém tring huyét ning.

Phan 16n cac ca nhiém bénh “nguyén phat” 1a
do an hai san séng hodc chua nu chin, dic biét 1a
s0 séng. Chung c6 lién quan dén nhiéu bénh nhiém
tring hon bat ky loai hai san nao khac. Nhiém tring
tiéu nghiém trong va chét ngudi hon cac loai khac,
nhiém khuan vét m6. Nguoi ta udc tinh ring 50%
truong hop nhidm tring huyét nguyén phat tir vi
khuén nay 1a tir vong [9, 12].

Loai thtr hai cta nhiém tring Vibrio vulnificus
anh huong dén da bang cach di vao co thé thong
qua mot vét thwong ho. Vi khuan ¢ thé xam nhap
vao mot vét thwong bi phoi nhiém khi ai d6 boi
trong nudc bién 4m co ndng dd cao ciia vi khuan ¥,
vulnificus. Ty 18 tir vong khoang 15% ddi véi nhiém
trung vét thuong.

Mot ty 1& cao nhitng ngudi nhiém Vibrio
vulnificus nguyén phat phat trién tinh trang goi la
nhiém khuan huyét. Day 1a mot bién chiung nguy
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hiém dén tinh mang c6 anh huéng dén mo va mau.
Mot sb ciing c6 thé phat trién cac triéu ching trim
trong ngay sau khi bi nhiém bénh, bao gém phat
ban da do nghlem trong [5] Céc bién ching khac
¢6 thé bao gdm su phat trién ciia nhirng con co giat
va sung phu.

Theo Trung tim Kiém soat bénh tat (CDC), u6c
tinh ty 1¢ tir vong chung cho nhiém V. vulnificus ngay
ca khi bénh nhan duoc diéu tri ngay bi’ing thubc hodc
cham soc tich cuc, van con trong khoang tir 30 dén
40% [0, 7, 8].

Dich t& hoc

Vibrio vulnificus gay ra khoang 80.000 truong
hop trén toan thé gisi, 100 ca tir vong & Hoa Ky mdi
nam. Tai My, V. vulnificus 1a nguyén nhan hang dau
gdy tir vong lién quan dén thity san. C6 khoang 50
truong hop nhiém V, vulnificus véi 45 trudng hop
nhap vién va 16 truong hop tir vong mdi ndm (CDC,
2013) [7]. V. vulnificus dugc tim thiy cach biét voi
bo bién Pai Tdy Duong va Thai Binh Duong, noi
74% cé so ban 1¢ & Hoa Ky chua V. vulnificus cé
tan sudt phat hién 16n nhét tir Vinh Mexico (Texas,
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama va Florida), Trung
Dai Tay Duong, Bic Dai Tay Duong va Thai Binh
Duong. Ngoai ra, ¥ vulnificus c¢6 thé tu nhan doi
trong thuly san sau thu hoach néu khong dugc 1am
mat ngay lap tirc, do d6 muc nhiém V. vulnificus
cao hon vao thoi diém tiéu dung (ban 1¢, thi truong)
hon 1a vao mua thu hoach. ¥ vulnificus tim thay &
ving Vinh Coast v6i dinh diém vao gitra thang 4
dén thang 9 vi ¥ vulnificus thiy nhiéu & ving nhiét
d6i va can nhiét d6i. Bo Y té va Phuc hdi chirc ning
Florida (HRS) bao cao 125 truong hop dugc xac
dinh cua V. vulniﬁcus tir 1981 dén 1992. Pa c6 422
tru’orng hop tir 23 tiéu bang bao céo cho Trung tim
Kiém soat va Phong ngira benh (CDC) gilta nam
1988 va nam 1996. Trong sd nay, 45% la nhiém
khuan vét md, 43% nhiém khuin huyét nguyén
phat, ty 1€ tor vong lién quan la 38,4%. C6 kha nang
ty 1& mac bénh viém da day rudt cua V. vulnificus
trong cong dong cao hon so v&i ghi nhan nhung
phan 16n cac truong hop khong duoc bao cdo vi
bénh nay hiém khi nghiém trong du dé phai nim
vién, bao cao 88 truong hop nhiém ¥V vulnificus &
California v6i tong s6 39 ca tir vong tir nam 1991
dén nam 2010 [1].
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Nhiém khuéan do ¥, vulnificus da duoc bao céo &
céc ving khi hau da dang trén khap thé gidi bao gom
Pan Mach, Thuy Dién, Puc, Tay Ban Nha, Thé Nhi
Ky, Ha Lan, Bi, Israel, Y, Han Quéc, Nhat Ban, Bai
Loan, An D0, Thai Lan, Australia va Brazil. Loai
vi khuan nay thudng duge tim thy trong cac mau
hai san véi cac nghién ctru cho thay 3,5 - 8% mau
hai san & chau Au, 2,4% tom tir Pong Nam A, 75%
s6 con hau thu hoach mé&i & An Do va 100% con so
thu hoach tir Vinh Mexico trong nhiing thang noéng
(thang 5 dén thang 10) chtra ¥ vulnificus. Hon nita,
phan tich 180 truong hop trong hd so cia FDA trong
khoang thoi gian tir nam 2002 dén nim 2007 da chi
ra rang hau séng 1a ngudn 1y nhim chinh 6 Hoa Ky
v6i 92,8% s6 bénh nhan bi nhidm tidu thu so song.
Céc nghién ciru da chi ra ring c6 95 truong hop
duogc bao cao voi 85 truong hop nhap vién va 35
truong hop tir vong mdi nam trén toan cau [1, 7, 8].

Tir thang 8 nam 1995 dén mua hé nam 1996, 25
truong hop mic bénh Vibrio duge bdo cdo tai Vu
Dich t& hoc thuoc BO'Y té & Israel. Vao mua hé nim
2003, hai truong hop nhiém V. vulnificus da duge
bao cdo & Mecklenburg - Vorpommern, Dtrc. Ca hai
bénh nhan déu bi cac vét thuong hé & chan va mot
bénh nhan chét sau khi phat bénh trong cling mot
khu vuc ¢ Puc, ba truong hop nhiém V. vulnificus
duoc bao cio vao mua hé nam 2006, tat ca déu lién
quan dén bénh nhan bi nhidm tring vét mé duoc
diéu trj bang khang sinh. Mot nghién ctru hdi ctru vé
khoang thoi gian gilra thang 6 nam 1997 va thang
7 nam 2003 di x4c dinh duoc 9 bénh nhan nhiém
trung V. vulnificus, tit ca déu bi thuong ban chan.
Biéu hién 1am sang

V. vulnificus gdy nhiém khudn vét thuong va
“phiém khuan huyét nguyén phat” (nhiém khuan
huyét ma khong c6 ngudn lay nhiém xic dinh rd
rang, ching han nhu vét thuong) [9, 10, 11]. Cac
bénh nhiém khuan vét thuong co thé xay ra khi van
chuyén cac loai dong vat c6 vo hodc ca, hodc sau khi
tiép xtc voi mot vét thuong trude day & nude cira
song d6 ra bién. Trong mot trudng hop hang loat tir
Han Qudc, thoi ky G bénh cho nhiém khuin huyét
xay ra trong khoang tir ba gi¢r dén sau ngay [10, 11].

V. vulnificus ciing lién quan dén xuét hién tiéu
chdy va cac tri¢u chimg khac cua viém da day rudt.
Vai trd sinh thai rat khé thiét lap khi co thé duoc
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phan 1ap tir mau phan vi vi khuan nay & khip noi &
ca nudc va dong vat c6 vo va da dugc phan lap tir
cac mau phan cua ngudi khong triéu chirng.

Nhiém khuan do vét thuong ¥ vulnificus c6 thé
gy nhlem tir cac vét thuong ctia dong vat c6 vo hoic
ca song & ving nudc ctra sdng. Céac vi du dién hinh
bao gébm thuwong tich bing tay lién quan dén viéc
tach mé hau hodc nhimng vét rach ¢ chan lién quan
dén ngd vao gy nhiém khuan. Tuy nhién, ¢ nhitng
ngudi c6 nguy co cao, nhiém trung c6 thé lan truyén
nhanh, gdy viém co va viém hoai tu gay hoai tir [11].

Nhiém khuan huyét nguyén phat do ¥ vulnificus
¢ lién quan dén viéc an thit cua séng hodc séng dudi
nudc, dac biét 1a so Séng. Bénh nhén bj nhiém khuén
huyét ban dau thuong c6 bénh gan co ban, nghién
ruou, di truyén mau hodc bénh man tinh nhu da noi
& trén. Khoang 1/3 bénh nhan nhidm khuan huyét
nguyén phat c6 soc hodc ha huyét ap trong vong 12 gioy
ké tir khi nhap vién. 3/4 bénh nhan c6 ton thuong da
dac biét. Giam tiéu cau 1a pho bién va thuong ¢ bang
chimg dong méu rai rac. Cac bién chimg nhu chay
méu dudng tiéu hda c6 thé xay ra. Nhidm khuan huyét
V. vulnificus nguyén phat la mét bénh nang véi ty 1€ tu
vong cao. Trong s tat ca cac truong hgp nhiém bénh
do an udng & Hoa Ky, ¥, vulnificus c¢6 ty 1& tir vong
cao nhat (39%). Ty 1€ tir vong vuot qua 40% di dugc
bao cao trong truong hop vdi ty 1€ tir vong 1a hon 90%
trong sb nhiing ngudi bi ha huyét ap khi ho c6 mat dé
chim soc y té. Bénh gan tién trién ciing c6 lién quan
dén ty 1¢ tir vong cao (ty 1é tir vong cao gép 64 1an),
cting nhu thiéu mau va albumin [9, 10].

CHAN DOAN

Do mtrc d§ nghiém trong ctia nhiém tring, nén
chan doan xac dinh nhiém khuan huyét V¥ vulnificus
& bat ky nguoi nao bi s6t, ha huyét ap hodc cac triéu
ching goi ¥ sdc nhiém khuan, ton thuong da ving
da dic trung va cac yéu td nguy co nhiém tring nhu
da néu & trén. Nhiém tring ciing nén duoc nghi ngo
o nhitng nguoi tr nhirng nhoém nguy co nay, nhitng
ngudi bi nhiém khuén vét mé nhanh chéng lién quan
dén tiép xtic voi nude & clra sdng.

Chan doan duoc x4ac nhan bdi nuédi cdy phan lap
V. vulnificus tir phan, vét thuong, méu, viéc dinh
danh va xac dinh theo hé théng chin doan vi sinh
hoc tiéu chudn.

Dieu tri

Diéu tri bang thudc khang sinh phu hop la rat
can thiét cho cho bénh nhén, ddc biét & cac bicu
hién ning hon nhu nhiém khuan huyét va nhidm
khudn vét thuong. Bét ké duong 1ay nhiém, nhiém
V. vulnificus phan tng tich cyc v6i khang sinh va
16 rang chimg minh rang sy cham tré trong viéc bét
dau diéu tri cang 16n, ty 1é tir vong cang cao. Mot
s6 loai khang sinh thich hop dé diéu tri nhiém ¥/
vulnificus. Theo CDC, doxycycline va ceftazydime
1a nhitng thudc khang sinh dugc lva chon dé diéu tri
nhiém V. vulnificus & ngudi 16m, trong khi & tré bi
nhiém tring vét thwong do ¥, vulnificus, nén ding
trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole (co-trimoxazole) va
aminoglycosid [7]. Hiép hoi cac bénh truyén nhiém
My (IDSA) dé xuat doxycycline véi ceftriaxone
hoic cefotaxime nhu 12 thude chong vi khuan dudng
truyén dau tién ¢ ngudi 16n bi nhidm ¥V vulnificus.
Tuy nhién, cac thudc khang khuan dong dau dé xudt
& trén c6 thé khong con ap dung duge doi vai tat ca
cac qubc gia khi diéu tri nhiém V. vulnificus. Bing
céch tuong quan ca ciu hinh dé khang duogc bao
cho va cach diéu tri dugc khuyén cao boi IDSA va
CDC, thude khang sinh nén duoc diéu chinh & cac
qudc gia khac nhau vi thuéc khang khuan dong dau
tién khong con c6 thé dp dung cho bénh nhan nhiém
V. vulnificus. Vi du doxycycline, khang sinh dwoc
d& xuat 1a diéu tri bac 1 boi ca CDC va IDSA da
cho thiy c6 dé khang khang trung gian (1/6) ¢ Y.
O nhitng noi khéc, ceftazydime, mét trong nhirng
bién phap diéu tri dau tién do IDSA dé xuat da dugc
béo céo 1a c6 mot thanh phan dé khang trung gian
(2/120) & My. Do d6, dua trén bang chung hién
tai, mot sy lya chon thich hop hon 1a cefotaxime
va ceftriaxone. Tuy nhién, ngay ca ¢ day cling co
nhiing thach thire nhu ceftriaxone, mot trong nhirng
loai thudc dwoc chon tir nhom cephem dd duoc
chon 12 mot trong nhing loai thudc dau tién, cﬁng
cho thay mot khang trung glan (2/7) dén mot cu
trac khang (5/7) & An Do. Déi v6i tré em bi nhidém
V. vulnificus, co-trimoxazole c6 thanh phan khang
trung gian (1/8) & Y va dé khang (8/8) & Nam Phi.
Maic du aminoglycosides cling an toan cho tré em
nhiém V. vulnificus, n6 c6 thanh phan khang va
khang trung gian ¢ Y, Dirc va Trung Qudc; va hd so
khang & Hong Kong va An Do. Véi tit ca cac bang
chting, rd rang la cac bac si lam sang va cac nha vi
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sinh hoc can 1am viéc véi cac nha hoach dinh chinh
sach dé xem xét cac dé khang da cap nhat tai qudc
gia d6 dé tao thuan lgi cho viéc sir dung khang sinh
thich hop nhét dé tdi da héa hidu qua diéu tri.

Ngoai cac loai thudc thong thuong da dé cap ¢
trén, diéu tri can thiét cho nhitng bénh nhan bi ton
thwong mé mém nang 13 phai trai qua phau thuat; vi
liéu phap khéang sinh thuong khong c6 hiéu qua do
huyét khdi mach mau khu vuc bi nhiém bénh. Can
phai phau thuat cit bo dé loai bo cac md hoai tir va
tién luong 1a tot khi cat.

Phong ngira

CDC di cong b cac khuyén cdo dé ngan ngira
nhiém tring V. vulnificus. Trong sb cac bién phap
phong ngira can phai thuc hién 1a tranh an cac loai so
bién hodc dong vat co vo séng dac biét 1a nhimg con
dugce thu hoach tir nude min 4m va nude lo, tranh tiép
xtic v6i cac vét thuong ho dé 1am dm mudi va nude
lo, mic quan 4o bao ho (ging tay) gidy dép bao vé (16i
giay) khi 161 trong viing nudc man hoac nudc lg.

V. vulnificus ¢6 thé nhanh chéng nhéan 1én trong
hai san thu hoach néu n6 khong dugc lam mat ngay
lap tirc. Néu khong c6 bao quan thich hop, muc do ¥,
vulnificus c6 thé ting dang ké khi hai san dat dén diém
tiéu thu va cudi cung la ti€u thu (ban 18, chg) so véi

TAI LIEU THAM KHAO
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ltc thu hoach. Theo quy dinh ctia Hoa Ky, tom cang,
cua thuong pham phai dwoc 1am lanh trong vong 10
gi0 sau khi nhiét d6 nude vuot qua 27°C vi nhiét do
duong nhur ¢6 vai trd anh huong dén nong d6 vi khuan.
Ché do dong lanh két hop véi trir lanh va ap sut thay
tinh cao 1a phuong phap dugc khuyén céo sau khi thu
hoach cho s0 & My. Duya trén danh gié rti ro cia FAO/
WHO, Uy ban Codex v& V& sinh thyc phdm ciing da
xdy dung Quy tic Thuc hanh vé sinh dé kiém soat
Vibrio spp. trong hai san véi phu luc vé cac bién phap
kiém soat d6i véi ¥ vulnificus & nhuy@n thé hai manh
vo6 loai nghéu, hau, so nura, trai, di¢p.

KET LUAN VA KIEN NGHI

- Vibrio vulnificus 1a mot vi khuan gram am c6
thé gy nhiém khuin vét thuong nghiém trong,
nhiém khuén huyét va tiéu chay.

- Cén theo ddi chan doan sém nhiém khuan do
Vibrio vulnificus khi c6 cac tridéu chimg ctia nhiém
khudn huyét kém theo cac ton thuong dang ndt
phong trén da.

- Nhitng bénh nhan co6 chén doén xé4c dinh tinh
trang nhiém khuén huyét ¥ vulnificus nén duogc bét
dau ngay lap tirc liéu phap khang sinh va chim soc
tich cuc trong don vi cham séc dac biét.
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VIBRIO VULNIFICUS INFECTION AT CHO RAY HOSPITAL IN SOUTHERN VIET NAM -
CASE REPORT

Summary

Vibrio vulnificus infection is the leading cause of death related to seafood consumption in the United
States and other countries on the word. This virulent, gram-negative bacterium causes two distinct
syndromes. The first is an overwhelming primary septicemia caused by consuming raw or undercooked
seafood, particularly raw oysters. The second is a necrotizing wound infection acquired when an open
wound is exposed to warm seawater with high concentrations of V. vulnificus. Most patients, including
those with primary infection, develop sepsis and severe cellulitis with rapid development to ecchymoses
and bullae. In severe cases, necrotizing fasciitis can develop. Case-fatality rates are greater than 50
percent for primary septicemia and about than 15 percent for wound infections. Treatment of V. vulnificus
infection includes antibiotics, aggressive wound therapy, and supportive care. Most patients who acquire
the infection have at least one predisposing immunocompromising condition. Physician awareness of risk
factors for V. vulnificus infection combined with prompt diagnosis and treatment can significantly improve
patient outcomes.

Keywords: Vibrio vulnificus, sepsis.
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